Note: This Fatawa regarding DECEASED PERSON DIED DUE TO CORONA VIRUS OR OTHER PANDEMICS 
has been issued by Pakistan's Most Reputable Fatwa Centre (Darul Ifta), Jamia Banuri Town, Karachi 
Pakistan. Original Urdu Fatawa is attached at the end. 

English translation and publication by: Mufti Yousuf Abdul Razzaq and Mufti Syed Fazal ur Rahim. 



FATWA REGARDING DECEASED PERSON DIED DUE TO CORONA VIRUS OR OTHER PANDEMICS 

Every religion and civilized law conferred rights upon mankind. Islam being the code of life has a vast 
radius of granting rights to the humans, obviously, humans are considered to have their rights that start 
from birth, end on death. Islam is proactive in this regard; it confers rights upon a child even before his 
creation in the mother's womb which last even after his death. 

Amongst these rights are the ritual washing, coffin, funeral prayer and burial of a cadaver. These four 
rights have not only been granted by the Shariah, but also endorsed and proclaimed by the constitution 
of Pakistan. For example, the constitution of Pakistan under the article 41, ensures the human dignity, 
under the article 20, permits every human to follow and practice his religion and under the article 31, 
holds the government responsible for providing such an atmosphere in which Muslim can live their lives 
according to Quran and Sunnah. Apart from the local constitution, the UN charter on fundamental 
human rights also ratifies these rights. 

Ritual Washing, Shrouding, Funeral Prayer and Burial of Deceased Persons Died due to Corona Virus 

Muslims who died due to corona virus have the following rights upon their fellow Muslims. 

1. Sunnah Compliant Ritual Washing of Cadaver 

• It is the obligation (Farz ul Kifayah) upon the fellow Muslims to perform the ritual washing of 
cadaver died due to corona virus, like they ritually wash the other cadavers. Tayammum and 
Mash are not permissible. 

• Tahir disinfectant can be added to the water used for ritual washing. 

• Close relatives are more entitled to perform the ritual washing than the others. 

• In a situation where it is not possible for the close relatives or the other fellow Muslims to 
perform the ritual washing of cadaver, it becomes the responsibility of the government to 
perform the ritual washing; otherwise the onus of the sin would lie on the shoulders of the 
government. 

• The expert opinion shall be followed if the medical experts declare PPEs essential for a 
person that gives bath to the body. State shall provide such personal protective equipment 
if not accessible for the people. 


2. Sunnah Compliant Shrouding 



After performing ritual washing of the cadaver, shrouding is an obligation (Farz ul Kifayah). If the 
body is buried without shrouding the people knowingly did it would be responsible for this act 
of sin. 

Sunnah compliant shrouding comprises three linens for male and five for female. 

It would be sufficient if male is shrouded with two linens (IZAR and LIFAFAH) and female with 
three linens (KHIMAR, IZAR and LIFAFAH). 

After the Sunnah compliant coffin, it is allowed for the cadaver from the Shariah perspective to 
be shrouded in polythene bag. 

Funeral Prayer 

• It is the obligation (Farz ul Kifayah) of the fellow Muslims to offer the funeral prayer over the 
Muslim deceased person. If the cadaver is buried without funeral prayer the fellow Muslims 
knowingly did it would be held responsible for this sin. 

• For the validation of the funeral prayer it is a condition that the body of a deceased person 
shall be kept in the front of prayer leader. There shall be no restriction between the cadaver 
and the prayer leader. 

• There shall not be a gap exceeding two lines between the body and the prayer leader. World 
Health Organization in its directives (issued on March 24, 2020) has already stated that 
there is no proof of infection yet from the dead body died due to corona virus. 

• It is allowed for the Muslims to have distance from their right and left sides during the 
funeral prayer. In such case the funeral prayer would be considered to be offered with 
Karahat. 


Burial of the Cadaver 

Burial of a cadaver is an obligation (Farz ul Kifayah). If the body is not buried, the Muslims who 
know this would bear the sin. 

The cadaver should be placed on the brink of the grave towards the Qiblah in such a manner 
that the Qiblah should be on the right side of the body, then the people putting the body in the 
grave should face the Qiblah and put the body in the grave carefully. 

Rather than burial, Cremation of the body due to pandemics is strictly prohibited and Haraam 
During the burial, the expert views should be followed with in the radius of Shariah. 


And Allah knows the best 
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